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Preface

WAVs, MIDIs, & RealAudio helps users identify, access, download,
upload, and transmit various sound files (WAVs, MIDIs, and AUs,
to name a few) on the Internet. This book shows you how you can
share sounds with all your friends, whether they have a PC, a Mac,
a UNIX, a Sun workstation, or some other kind of computer. You
find out what to do with the sounds they send you that your com-
puter doesn’t recognize. Especially important for people who like to
chat on the Internet, WAVs, MIDIs, & RealAudio shows you how to
convert Windows WAV files to Macintosh System 7 files and vice
versa. You'll also find lots of references to great sound sites on the
Web, where you can learn how to download sound files from a Web
page and how to identify sound formats by looking at them with a
plain text editor such as Windows Notepad.

“WAVs” in the book’s title represents any kind of sampled
recordings. “MIDIs” in the title refers to files containing instruc-
tions for an electronic synthesizer. You'll also learn about two other
emerging synthesizer formats—MOD and Karaoke. The book’s
CD-ROM includes some advanced players so you can build collec-
tions of WAVs, MIDIs, and other sound files and play them like
CD albums.

The Audience for This Book

This book is for almost anyone who wants to learn more about
sound on their computer and on the Internet. I say a/most because if

ix
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X Preface

you are already an audiophile searching for advanced technical
details, this is not the book for you. But if you're wondering why you
can’t hear the chat room sounds on AOL, or why MIDIs sound bet-
ter on your friend’s computer than on yours, or how to add some
background music to your Web site, this is definitely the book for
you.

How This Book Is Organized

Each chapter begins with a detailed list of the topics covered, giv-
ing you a chance to decide quickly whether you need to read that
chapter.

Chapters 1 through 3 explain the differences between WAV and
MIDI sound formats and why you can’t convert one to the other.
Other sampled sound formats you learn about are Macintosh
System 7 snd resources, SND, AU, AIFF, MP3, and even a few less
common ones.

If you use Windows 95 or 98, Chapter 4 is stuffed with informa-
tion on how to use sounds with your system. You learn all about
Windows sound events, where you can find them, and how you can
change them. You learn to use sound schemes and Microsoft Plus!
themes. You even learn how create your own sound events.

Have you ever noticed that speaker icon in your system tray?
That’s your Windows Volume Control, and Chapter 4 shows you
how to use it. It even shows you how to get rid of it to free up some
room in your system tray. You also learn other ways to configure
your sound devices.

No, I haven’t left out Macintosh users. Chapter 5 is the Mac ver-
sion of Chapter 4. Here you learn how to select an alert sound, cre-
ate your own alert sounds, and set up and use talking alerts. You see
how to select sound devices and control their volume. If you have
installed PlainTalk, you see how to make SimpleText read docu-
ments out loud, as well as how to record and play back voice anno-
tations in SimpleText documents. Chapter 5 also shows you how to
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Preface Xi

access and change a program’s sound resources. (You too can have
spooky Halloween sounds on AOL.) And last but not least, you
learn what sound suitcases are and how to create and manage them.

Speaking of America Online (AOL), Chapter 6 shows you how
to use sounds with each of the major online services— AOL,
CompuServe, The Microsoft Network (MSN), and mIRC (even
though it’s not an online service). You see how to change their basic
event sounds such as the welcome and new mail sounds. Then you
learn how to play and exchange sounds while chatting—including
using PowerTools on AOL and WaVGeT on mIRC. And because
you be needing a lot more sounds, the chapter shows you how to
find and use their sound libraries.

The third type of audio mentioned in the title, “RealAudio,”
refers to streaming sound, whether stored in files or broadcast live.
Chapter 7 explains RealAudio plus several other popular streaming
applications, such as Macromedia Shockwave, Xing StreamWorks,
and Microsoft NetShow. The book’s CD-ROM includes a variety
of browser plug-ins and standalone players so you can listen to and
enjoy all these sound formats, on the Internet or offline.

Speaking of plug-ins, you'll learn the difference between plug-in
and helper applications in Chapter 8. You find out which plug-ins
and helper applications you have installed, how to select the ones
you actually want to use, and how to get rid of the others. All the
major audio plug-ins are reviewed in the chapter, and many of them
are included on the book’s disk.

Did you ever browse to a MIDI Web site and want to save some
of its music for offline listening? Chapter 9 shows you how to cap-
ture music and other sounds from the Internet— Web sites, FTP
sites, and newsgroups. You learn how to download sounds with both
Netscape Navigator and Microsoft Internet Explorer. For news-
groups, you see how to use Netscape’s newsreader, CompuServe’s
newsreader, and Microsoft Outlook Express. Chapter 9 also
explains how to upload sounds to newsgroups, one way of sharing
your favorite sound files with your friends.
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Another way to share sounds with your friends is e-mail.
Chapter 10 describes how to send and receive sound files in e-mail.
Several popular mailers are covered: America Online, CompuServe,
Outlook Express, and Netscape. For the last two, you also see how
to embed sound in a letter so that it plays as soon as someone opens
the letter, as well as how to extract an embedded sound from a letter.

In Chapters 11 and 12, you learn how to record and edit your
own sound files. I have included a couple of editors on the book’s
CD-ROM, one for Mac OS and one for Windows. These two
chapters show you how to use the editors. And because you may
want to add your new recordings to your own Web site, Appendix D
explains how to do that.

I've mentioned a few of the programs included on the book’s
CD-ROM. In all, there are more than 20 audio-related programs
on the CD-ROM. Most of them are useful, but a few are included
just for fun. You find the complete list in Appendix A.

In Appendix B you find two tables showing 128 instruments of
the General MIDI patch map and 48 percussion instruments of the
General MIDI percussion key map.

I have coached so many beginning PC users who didn’t know
that they could listen to audio CDs on their computers. I couldn’t
write a book on computer sound without spending a chapter on
how to play and control audio CDs. Appendix C shows you how to
use the players that come with Windows and Mac OS.

Conventions Used in This Book

To help you identify recommended, noteworthy, or cautionary
text, look for the following margin icons:

Tip

The Tip icon offers basic tips and recommended settings to
save you time and help you work more efficiently.
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Preface  xiii

Note

The Note icon indicates a special point or offers supplemen-
tary information that is not crucial for understanding the con-
cepts covered in the book.

Caution

O The Caution icon signals things or procedures you need to
know to discourage you from “messing up” your system.

The following formatting conventions are used throughout
the book:

Menu commands are shown in chronological order by using
this command arrow: File 0 Open.

URLs and code appear in monospace font.
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Introduction

When I was in college, my dorm mates hung a sign on my door that
said, “Judi is in love with an IBM 650 with curly blond control wires
and baby blue panel lights.” It was true. My love affair with comput-
ers and technology continues unabated. Nowadays, I'm in love with,
first and foremost, my husband Paul, whom I met in an online chat
room. He shares my love of computers, and since you can never
completely catch up with all there is to know about computers and
“cyberia,” I'm sure we’ll have plenty to talk about and to work
towards for the rest of our days.

When I entered the world of computers, I quickly discovered
that my niche was writing manuals, online help, self-study guides,
multimedia courses, and other learning materials to help people use
these wonderful tools. I have now published more than 40 how-to
books like this one. Some have won awards for technical communi-
cation; a few have even hit the computer best-seller list— which
isn’t the same as The New York Times best-seller list, but it makes me
(and my publisher) happy. My specialty is explaining complex topics
in language that my 12-year-old daughter can understand. (She’s a
grown-up now, and a computer professional herself, but I still try to
explain things to that 12-year-old she used to be.)

By the way, that sign was hung on my door in 1959, when I was
18 years old. I first fell in love with computers when I was 16 and
took a programming course at IBM. I've been working with and
studying computers ever since. I used to claim that I was the first
teenage computer nerd, but I recently received a letter from a reader
who started working with computer-operated radar systems right
after World War II, when he was 19 years old. I'm not sure that
counts as a computer nerd by today’s standards, but I'll change my
claim to this: I believe I was the first high schoo/ computer nerd. If
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you know of a high school teenager who fell in love with and started
working with computers earlier than 1957, please let me know. I'll
be glad to revise my claim once again.

My Web Site

I maintain a Web site just for my readers. You'll find it at
http://members.aol.com/jnfbooks. It includes a page
for each of my books, with corrections and errata if necessary (sigh),
color versions of some of the images in this book, additional infor-
mation on certain topics, Internet links, and any other information I
find useful. The pages grow as I hear from my readers, so be sure to
check it often.

My E-mail Address

Just because we haven’t met doesn’t mean I don’t want to hear from
you. I'm on America Online much of the time as JudiNorth. If you're
on AOL, too, and want to say hi or ask a question, please feel free to
send me an Instant Message (IM). I've become good friends with
some readers who caught up with me that way. But if you can’t catch
me online, write me. I love getting letters from my readers! My
Internet address is judinorth@aol.com.
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