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Note: The directory listed below is only a portion of the programs that you will find on the CrystalVision CD.

SOFTWARE
SERVICES

(continued on next page)

PLEASE SEE INSERT FOR IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

BUSINESS
BILLPOWER BillPower is a fully integrated time-
keeping, billing, and bookkeeping system that
will produce a wide variety of reports, including
income-expense statements, balance sheets and
aged receivables reports. Windows 95/98/NT/
2000/Me/XP
INVOICE2GO Invoice2go creates invoices, esti-
mates, quotes, purchase orders, credit memos,
and packing slips. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/XP
MIPRICE Miprice will calculate the correct
markup for your business, whether you are a
general business or professional. You can
quickly and easily determine the correct markup
to ensure you cover your overheads, and make
a reasonable profit on the jobs you do or ser-
vice you supply. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/XP

EDUCATION
CHEMISTRY HELPER Quick reference tool that
gives instant access to a fully detailed periodic
table, as well as tutorials on solving chemistry
problems such as naming ionic compounds and
binary covalent compounds. Windows 95/98/
Me/2000/XP
COOL TYPE MASTER Cool Type Master is a pro-
gram for improving your typing speed and key-
board accuracy and that helps you learn touch
typing in short time. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/
Me/XP
STUDYX StudyX allows you to convert your
notes into games, and practice tests. It is a
great program to help students study for tests
and teachers to help their students. It is useful
for any subject from school to work including:
memorizing foreign language, practice math,
study science terms, vocabulary words, study
material for work, and previous test questions.
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP

GAMES
ALBATROSS18 Multiplayer. Online. Golf. Like
you've never seen it. Set in the beautiful back-
drop of a fantasy world where reality stops and
magic abounds, Albatross18 Season Two pre-
sents a unique experience to the game of golf -
mixing elements of classic golf play with the
popularity of fantasy role-playing games. 
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
MARIO FOREVER Super Mario Forever is really a
classic Mario remake. Once again you strap on
your wrench and hardhat and guide the chubby
plumber through many skillfully made levels.
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
SOLSUITE SOLITAIRE SolSuite Solitaire 2007 is a
collection of 470 solitaire card games, featuring
animated and custom cards, dozens of back-
grounds, automatic play, high scores, sounds,
and more. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/Me/XP

INTERNET
ASHAMPOO ANTI-SPYWARE Ashampoo Anti-
SpyWare protects you against more than
500,000 security threats. Ashampoo AntiSpy-
Ware can monitor and protect your computer
continuously. A small background program
checks every suspicious file for potential haz-
ards before it is opened, making it impossible
for Trojans to install themselves on your com-
puter. Windows 95/98/2000/NT/XP
NAOMI Naomi is an advanced Internet filtering
program, easy to use, intended for families and
kids in particular. Naomi is able to constantly
monitor all Internet connections, protecting chil-
dren from inappropriate online material - such
as obscene or violent contents; pornography,
pedophilia and erotism in the form of images or
texts; sites that popularize drugs; gambling
games; terrorism; hate propaganda; occultism;
sects; blasphemy. Windows 95/98/Me/NT/
XP/2000
PINGPLOTTER PingPlotter is a lightweight net-
work monitoring and troubleshooting tool. It
can run in the background collecting data while
you continue to run applications, and then allow
you to quickly look at the data in an intuitive
graphical format when you experience problems
(reduced call quality for VoIP, slowdowns or dis-
connects with applications). PingPlotter is great
at allowing you to collect data over time to see
trends. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/XP

KIDS
MHX ASTRONOMY HELPER This is a quick refer-
ence tool for students and others who want
instant detailed information on the planets of
the solar system, Pluto included. Windows
95/98/Me/NT/2000/XP
MY KIDS BROWSER This kid-safe Internet
browser was designed with children in mind.
Simple for parents to install and to use, it is
actually ready for children to use right after the
installation finishes. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/
2000/XP
STUDY KID Study Kid is a free and easy-to-use
study aid program that helps kids study faster
and more efficiently so that they can better suc-
ceed in school. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/2000/XP

LIFESTYLES
DOINVENTORYPLUS DoInventory is your total
asset tracking and inventory software for Palm
OS, Pocket PC, or Windows Mobile handheld
PDAs and Windows PCs. Inventory your home,
office, business, and collections. Carry your
inventory with you. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/
2000/XP
GFP - PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER Unlike
most accounting programs, this software pro-
gram looks from the user's perspective first,
and is developed from there. You see your

accounts as you would like to see them, not as
an accountant would. It's very intuitive. 
Windows 98/2000/NT
PDA COOKBOOK PLUS PDACookbook is your
total recipe and cookbook software for Palm OS
handhelds, Pocket PC or Windows Mobile hand-
helds, and Windows PCs. If you have a hand-
held, carry your recipes, menu planner, and
shopping list with you for fast and convenient
reference. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/XP

GRAPHICS & 
MULTIMEDIA
AURORA MEDIA WORKSHOP Aurora
Media Workshop can be divided into three
major functional areas: audio capabilities, video
capabilities, and compact disc capabilities. It
supports various types of audio formats includ-
ing MP3, WAV, WMA, OGG, and almost all types
of video formats such as MPEG, AVI (DivX,
MPEG4), WMV, DAT, VOB, VCD, SVCD, and
DVD. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
EASY CD-DA EXTRACTOR Easy CD-DA Extractor
converts audio files from one format to another.
Supports all popular audio file formats such as
MP3, M4A (iTunes, iPod), WMA, AAC, aacPlus,
and FLAC. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
FASTSTONE IMAGE VIEWER FastStone Image
Viewer is a fast, stable, user-friendly image
browser, converter and editor. It has a nice array
of features that include image viewing, manage-
ment, comparison, red-eye removal, emailing,
resizing, cropping and color adjustments. 
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP

UTILITIES
AD-AWARE SE With the ability to scan your
RAM, Registry, hard drives, and external storage
devices for known data-mining, advertising, and
tracking components, Ad-Aware SE easily can
clean your system, allowing you to maintain a
higher degree of privacy while you surf the
Web. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
DOWNLOAD ACCELERATOR PLUS Download
Accelerator Plus is the most popular download
manager with over 126 million users. DAP
leverages patented technology, easy manage-
ment of downloads, and rich features including:
multi connections, auto-recovery from lost con-
nections and errors, privacy tools, faster down-
loads from fastest sources, preview of files as
you download; broadband optimization; top
downloads; and a new design. Windows 95/98/
NT/2000/Me/XP
TUNEUP UTILITIES 2007 Expand the possibilities
of your operating system: The new TuneUp Utili-
ties 2007 will make Windows even faster, more
comfortable and more secure than ever. All
important aspects of system configuration,
security, cleanup and maintenance can be
accessed through a modern graphical interface
Windows 95/98/Me/NT/2000/XP

KIDSKIDS

PROGRAM KEY
SHAREWARE FREEWARE LITE EDITION
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n FEATURED PRODUCTS

Every month, the CrystalVision CD is full
of programs that can help children with
their homework. This month is no excep-
tion. In the Education section of this
month’s CD, we feature two powerful and
very flexible programs. First, for those stu-
dents struggling through a tough semes-
ter of chemistry, we offer the aptly
named Chemistry Helper. It features
an interactive Periodic Table of Elements,
tips for solving complex chemistry prob-
lems, and a nice starter chemistry tutori-
al to help your young student get over
the humps of a very difficult subject.
Meanwhile, for those students who need
a good study method, consider giving
StudyX a go. This complete program
helps you create tests to beat the test.
One of the best ways to learn a subject
is to create a test for it. For those students
that prefer more traditional methods,
StudyX also features easy methods for
creating flash cards, general note cards
and more.

Although we usually focus on PC-based
programs, once in a while, we here at
CrystalVision try to satisfy your mobile
device jones. Programs for mobile
devices are becoming more common
and convenient. Take for example, two
programs that we feature this month. The
first, DoInventoryPlus, puts inventory
control where it should be. With a mobile
device, you can use a program like
DoInventoryPlus to input inventory for
anything from household items to a small
business to a complete factory. And you
can do it directly into a computing
device without first applying to paper – a
transition that traditionally can result in
inventory errors. We also, this month, fea-
ture a recipe program for your PDA –
PDA Cookbook Plus In addition to
being able to carry your recipes with
you wherever you go, you’ll also be able
to use your PDA to generate grocery lists
that you’ll bring with you to the grocery
store. This is why they invented PDAs. You
can find each of these programs in the
Lifestyle Section of this Month’s CD.

Finally, take a “quick” look at Download
Accelerator Plus in the Utilities section
of this month’s CD. This super popular
program is proven to speed up your
downloads so that you spend more time
listening and playing, and less time
watching the download clock on your
PC. A great program for anyone who has
downloaded files on the Internet.
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The encyclopedia salesman must be having a tough time these
days. First, people decided they could replace their bulky, out-
of-date encyclopedia books with a single disc in 1993, the year

Microsoft’s Encarta was introduced. Then, in the late 90s, the Internet
made huge amounts of information – albeit in scattered form – avail-
able instantly via easy-to-use search engines. Certainly, encyclopedia
salesmen rued the day Google became more than a number. No
longer did users need to sacrifice a bookshelf to vinyl-bound books to
be “in the know.” They just needed a phone line and a little will.

Even then, though, a true replacement for the encyclopedia was not
available. The easy categorization and authority of text that, for gen-
erations, made the encyclopedia the beacon of knowledge for so
many young Americans could not be replicated in digital form. That
is, until, almost everyone got involved. In what may be the ultimate
expression of the networked world, the final nail is being driven for the
lost art of door-to-door sales.

A few years ago a movement, some would say a revolution, started to
take hold on the Internet. Depending on how broadly you define it, a
movement of collaboration is taking over the Web. What started with
the Open Source software movement has moved into a more main-
stream vehicle for cooperative expression – the wiki.

More than a new product, wikis could represent an extraordinary step
forward for the Internet and its place in the Information universe.
Whereas thus far the Internet has been a place of almost hyper-indi-
vidualism, a place where one person, with little technology or start-up
capital could build an empire, wikis represent the opposite phenome-
non. Wikis show us what many people, contributing just a little, can
build through sheer numbers.

What is a wiki? Well, the name makes it confusing, if only because it
really has nothing to do with the process. Basically, a wiki is a Web site
(or possibly software program) where anyone who visits (or is allowed

Utilities

Graphics &
Multimedia
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The Wiki Wonder

Can a user-generated encyclopedia
revolutionize the Web?

Chemistry Helper

StudyX

DoInventoryPlus
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Download Accelerator Plus

Every month, the CrystalVision CD is full
of programs that can help children with
their homework. This month is no excep-
tion. In the Education section of this
month’s CD, we feature two powerful and
very flexible programs. First, for those stu-
dents struggling through a tough semes-
ter of chemistry, we offer the aptly
named Chemistry Helper. It features
an interactive Periodic Table of Elements,
tips for solving complex chemistry prob-
lems, and a nice starter chemistry tutori-
al to help your young student get over
the humps of a very difficult subject.
Meanwhile, for those students who need
a good study method, consider giving
StudyX a go. This complete program
helps you create tests to beat the test.
One of the best ways to learn a subject
is to create a test for it. For those students
that prefer more traditional methods,
StudyX also features easy methods for
creating flash cards, general note cards
and more.

Although we usually focus on PC-based
programs, once in a while, we here at
CrystalVision try to satisfy your mobile
device jones. Programs for mobile
devices are becoming more common
and convenient. Take for example, two
programs that we feature this month. The
first, DoInventoryPlus, puts inventory
control where it should be. With a mobile
device, you can use a program like
DoInventoryPlus to input inventory for
anything from household items to a small
business to a complete factory. And you
can do it directly into a computing
device without first applying to paper – a
transition that traditionally can result in
inventory errors. We also, this month, fea-
ture a recipe program for your PDA –
PDA Cookbook Plus In addition to
being able to carry your recipes with
you wherever you go, you’ll also be able
to use your PDA to generate grocery lists
that you’ll bring with you to the grocery
store. This is why they invented PDAs. You
can find each of these programs in the
Lifestyle Section of this Month’s CD.

Finally, take a “quick” look at Download
Accelerator Plus in the Utilities section
of this month’s CD. This super popular
program is proven to speed up your
downloads so that you spend more time
listening and playing, and less time
watching the download clock on your
PC. A great program for anyone who has
downloaded files on the Internet.

For a little help with
your homework …

For the Mobile Device

Get It Faster



to visit) may add, remove, and other-
wise edit and change any available
content on that site. So imagine if the
New York Times Web site was a wiki. As
a reader, you would be able to add
stories, edit stories, delete stories,
whatever, and it would affect what
everyone sees when they visit the site.
Sounds like a bad idea doesn’t it? You
like your content controlled by profes-
sionals, not Joe Sixpack tapping away
at his computer? Remarkably,
although it may sound like pie-in-the-
sky thinking, for one major Web site, at
least, the concept has worked like 
a charm.

THE SUM TOTAL OF ALL 
HUMAN KNOWLEDGE 
The idea that the Internet might be
the cauldron to hold all human knowl-
edge isn’t really a novel concept, at
least in Internet guru circles. There’s a
reason they call it the Information Rev-
olution. The ability for us, as individuals,
to reach out and find even the small-
est bit of information using just one
computer linked to billions of other
computers, strains even the most fer-
vent of imaginations with its possibili-
ties. And yet, something comprehen-
sive, something that doesn’t require
hours of searching, failed to material-
ize in the first ten years of the Web.
Sure there were very good Web sites,
many that could lay claim to “best
and most comprehensive site” about
X subject. But no one site, no one
place, held all the information like an
encyclopedia. Was it even possible?

Jimmy Wales thought it was possible.
But first, Wales took the old route. He
developed a free encyclopedia in
2000 called Nupedia. Designed as a
Web-based encyclopedia that would
be distributed for free, Nupedia was to
be written by so-called experts. It
would have the features of a great
encyclopedia, with all the benefits of
an online presence, including quick
and easy search and hyperlinking. But
while the concept was grand in idea,
it was limited in execution. To build a
comprehensive database, even to
rival book style encyclopedias would
take years, if not decades. To expand
it to something that more properly
represented the scope of the Internet
could take centuries, and it would be
an enormous organizational task. Even
with an innovative peer-to-peer
design, Nupedia failed to draw major
support, and Wales was stuck looking
for a better way to grab and hold
information. In the end, Nupedia cre-
ated only 24 articles that passed
though its rigorous peer-to-peer review
system. It was too laborious, and it
taxed too much the people charged
to create.

Sometime in late 2000, Wales was
introduced to the concept of Wiki. As
originally designed, wiki was a way to
create large public and private data-
bases. The name derives from one of

the first collaborative software pro-
grams called WikiWikiWeb. The name
for that program came from the
developer, Ward Cunningham, who
said he remembered a trip to Hawaii
in which he was directed to take the
Wiki Wiki shuttlebus from the airport.
He said he thought it sounded better
than his second choice, quick web.

Wales liked the idea behind the Wiki
as a way to cheaply supplement
Nupedia. But, because he didn’t want
to pollute the peer reviewed Nupedia
with just anyone’s input, they created
a new site and Wikipedia was born.
Wikipedia launched on January 15,
2001 with little fanfare. But within six
years, more than 1.5 million articles
have been posted to Wikipedia,
almost exclusively by people who
have never met Wales. While the road
hasn’t always been smooth, the result
may be the most successful collabo-
rative process since the Great Wall 
of China.

PUTTING THE NET BACK 
IN NETWORK
Wikipedia is not without its critics. Just
as so many people have praised the
site for its result and method, just as
many are criticizing the open structure
that produces it. As mentioned,
Wikipedia allows anyone to edit any
article that is contained on the site.
Take an article about Abraham Lin-
coln, for example. If you didn’t believe
that Abe was responsible for the end
of slavery, for example, you could
write that. You could also write that
Abe Lincoln invented the light bulb.
You would be wrong, but until some-
one corrected it, that’s what anyone
who accessed the site would read.
With 1.6 million articles and growing,
how many of the sites are subject to
both purposeful vandalism (particular-
ly those on controversial subjects) and
bad data? And how can anyone
keep up with all of that?

In addition to bad facts, there have
also been complaints that some
Wikipedia articles are written with a
particular bias. This has been a partic-
ularly potent subject during heated
political seasons, as candidate biogra-
phies are altered by those who wish
not to see them in office. Claims of
bias extend throughout the network,
but the same claims arguably would

How To Contact
CRYSTALVISION SOFTWARE SERVICES

Website: www.crystalvisionusa.com
n Suggestions for the editor? 

n Customer Service
Hours: M-FRI 8am-4:30pm (Pacific Time)

Call: 1-800-444-1343 (contiguous U.S.) or (760) 931-4949
0800 9170626 (U.K.)

E-mail: members@crystalvisionusa.com

n Technical Support
Hours: M-FRI 7am-3:30pm (Pacific Time)
E-mail: tech@crystalvisionusa.com

Call: 1-800-444-1343 (contiguous U.S.) or (760) 931-4955
0800 9170626 (U.K.)

E-mail: editor@crystalvisionusa.com

taint almost any encyclopedia, even
those written by experts.

The Wikipedia creators claim they
have instituted measures that curtail
many of the biases and vandalism
that harm the site, including a strict
policy that writers approach each
subject with a neutral point of view.
Today, a casual search through
Wikipedia, particularly to topics that
seem less controversial, reveals a
remarkable database of knowledge
on all manner of subject, from the arts
to science, from technology to popu-
lar culture. Perhaps the new measures
have taken hold. Perhaps not. But, the
willingness of readers and editors
around the world to share their 
knowledge is enough to make even
the most fervent cynic stand up 
and cheer.

IS IT A REVOLUTION?
Creating a comprehensive encyclo-
pedia seems an appropriate first step
for a wiki-like venture. But can it be
applied to other ventures. So far, suc-
cess has been limited. But some excit-
ing other projects are popping up.
Wikitionary, a wiki dictionary, is almost
as comprehensive as Wikipedia. Wiki-
travel is a pretty solid travel guide, but
there are better sites online. Wikibooks
is an ambitious sister project for
Wikipedia that attempts to create full
books on various subjects, as opposed
to simple articles. Not surprisingly, in
the first four years, few books have
been completed.

But the Wiki may yet have better and
greater applications outside of writing.
In essence, a wiki is about sharing, and
about contribution. It has gained
some traction in the software devel-
opment field, but that is mostly a result
of the open source software move-
ment, which is a little different. Sci-
ence, in particular science that
requires huge datamining projects like
the Human Genome project, might
benefit greatly from a Wiki-like model
– if done on a closed market scale.
But the surprising ability of Wikipedia
to create a vast knowledge database
in less than six years has opened a lot
of eyes. And, and the very least, may
entice some individual entrepreneur
to look beyond herself and imagine
the possibilities of the many. F



Listed below is just a small sampling of some of our 
educational titles:
The Ultimate Home Planetarium: Finally see the heavens as they were
meant to be seen with The Ultimate Home Planetarium.  From any virtual loca-
tion in the world, see the sky as it appears at any time of the day, or even as it
will appear in the future!  View galaxies, comets, constellations, and planets
moving in real-time at your command.

Mickey Saves the Day 3D Adventure: It’s Mickey to the rescue in Disney’s
Mickey Saves the Day 3D Adventure! Control 3D characters and explore 25 dif-
ferent Hometown locations.  Play as Mickey or Minnie as you learn about cooper-
ation, teamwork and the environment.  Search for clues in hundreds of clickable
animations.

U.S. Geography – Western Regions: A multi-sensory approach to learning
about the western United States.  What makes the fast-growing southwest a won-
derland of natural beauty?  Survey the cultures of Native Americans, Spaniards,
and “cowboy” traditions.  Understand how the westward expansion and the Indus-
trial Revolution aided in developing the Midwest.

Where do you think you’re going, Christopher Columbus?: Students
read and listen about the life of Christopher Columbus. Where do you think
you’re going, Christopher Columbus? is part of the Scholastics Curriculum Con-
nections Series. The Learning Cube offers video-based lessons, narrated text-
based lessons, writing prompts and fun critical thinking games. 

If, instead of your regular Club CD, you'd prefer to receive a Family Club full-fea-
tured title, please contact: Customer Service (1-800-444-1343 U.S. or
08009170626 U.K.) to switch your account.  For 19.95 you get a discounted
retail title, and can choose to receive your Family Club product on a monthly, bi-
monthly, or quarterly basis. Because our research team is constantly adding new
quality titles to our Family Club, the selection of software titles tends to change
on a daily basis. Please be sure to call our Customer Service department to find
out about our latest educational titles and offers.

1-800-444-1343 (U.S. ONLY) or 760-931-4949, 0800 9170626 (U.K. ONLY)

How would you like your child to receive regular full-featured programs that
are jampacked with mind-enriching games and constructive activities? Here
at CrystalVision, we recognize the importance of providing children with the
tools they need to develop a positive attitude towards learning. That is why
we have put together our Family Club. We believe that learning should be
fun, and as a result our Club offers a wide selection of fun-filled programs
that provide kids with the tools they need to build and develop their learning
skills – at prices that won’t hurt your wallet. Through the Family Club, you’ll
receive programs from companies you’ve come to know and trust, such as
Broderbund, The Learning Company, Vtech, and other quality names. From
math and spelling to music and reasoning, there’s plenty to amuse, entertain,
challenge, and stimulate children of all ages.

JOIN OUR

Family Club



WEB RESOURCES:
RESOURCE LINKS
www.microsoft.com
www.windows-help.net
www.redhat.com
www.linuxdoc.org

DRIVER LINKS
www.conitech.com 
www.driverguide.com 
www.cerious.com/driverlinks.shtml 
www.drivershq.com 

DIGITAL CAMERAS 
www.dpreview.com 
www.imaging-resource.com 
www.image-acquire.com 
www.steves-digicams.com 
www.dcresource.com 
www.kodak.com 
www.pcphotoreview.com 
www.galttech.com/drivers.shtml 
www.minoltausa.com
www.sonystyle.com

TECH SUPPORT 
www.dejanews.com
www.compinfo-center.com/support.htm 
www.5starsupport.com 
www.computing.net 
www.tek-tips.com 
www.computerhope.com 
www.mytechsupport.ca 

PC MANUFACTURERS 
www.dell.com
www.hp.com
www.gateway.com
www.apple.com
www.micron.com 
www.compaq.com
www.ibm.com
www.emachinesinc.com
www.toshiba.com

SEARCH ENGINE 
www.google.com 
www.yahoo.com 
www.dogpile.com 
www.mamma.com 
www.searchenginecolossus.com 
www.metacrawler.com 
www.excite.com 
www.iwon.com 
www.hotbot.com

MUSIC 
www.mp3.com
www.music.com 
www.winamp.com 
www.mp3.box.sk  
www.mp3-2000.com 
www.audiofind.com 
www.mp3.it 
www.mp3sound.com

WEATHER
www.weather.com

NEWS 
www.usatoday.com 
www.cnn.com
www.msnbc.com 

DIRECTIONS 
www.mapquest.com
maps.yahoo.com

FREE TOOLS TO STOP 
POPUPS, ADWARE,

SPYWARE, & MALWARE!
As we use our computers online more and more, the prevalence of
adware, spyware, and malware is causing severe headaches to most
computer users. Once, only those annoying pop-ups would occasion-
ally creep into our machines, now they and their nasty brothers seem
to permeate through every corner of the Internet. It seems no area is
truly safe anymore.

Our CrystalVision Tech Support Staff has tested and collected the top
FREE tools available to help protect us from such unwanted intru-
sions. Below are their suggestions for your continued protection. We
recommend you install them all, and include them in your regular sys-
tem operation and maintenance schedule.

n Use Ad-Aware to search for and remove currently installed adware.

n Use Spybot Search & Destroy to find and remove spyware and other
malware installations.

n Use SpywareBlaster to block unwanted spyware from being accept-
ed through your web browser.

n Use Google Toolbar to stop pop-ups and keep your system searches
adware free.

You can find all 4 of these powerful tools in the Security Tools section
on this month's CD.

Ad-Aware SE Personal Edition
Ad-Aware is designed to provide advanced protection from known Data-
mining, aggressive advertising, Parasites, Scumware, selected tradition-
al Trojans, Dialers, Malware, Browser hijackers, and tracking compo-
nents. With the release of Ad-Aware SE Personal edition, Lavasoft takes
the fight against Spyware to the next level.

Spybot - Search & Destroy
Spybot - Search & Destroy can detect and remove a multitude of adware
files and modules from your computer. Spybot also can clean program
and Web-usage tracks from your system, which is especially useful if
you share your computer with other users. Modules chosen for removal
can be sent directly to the included file shredder, ensuring complete
elimination from your system.The handy online-update feature ensures
that Spybot always has the most current and complete listings of
adware, dialers, and other uninvited system residents.

SpywareBlaster
SpywareBlaster doesn't scan and clean for spy-
ware--it prevents it from ever being installed.
The built-in Check for Updates feature allows
quick and easy database updates, which are
released frequently. It includes a System Snap-

shot feature, which lets you take a snapshot of your computer in
its clean state and later revert, undoing many changes made by
spyware and browser hijackers.

Google Toolbar
Take the power of Google with you anywhere
on the web. The Google Toolbar enables you
to search the web from any site, block
unwanted pop-up ads, fill in forms with just
one click, search within the pages of any site

and highlight the words you searched for on a page. The Google
Toolbar is free and installs in just seconds.
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PLEASE SEE INSERT FOR IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

BUSINESS
BILLPOWER BillPower is a fully integrated time-
keeping, billing, and bookkeeping system that
will produce a wide variety of reports, including
income-expense statements, balance sheets and
aged receivables reports. Windows 95/98/NT/
2000/Me/XP
INVOICE2GO Invoice2go creates invoices, esti-
mates, quotes, purchase orders, credit memos,
and packing slips. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/XP
MIPRICE Miprice will calculate the correct
markup for your business, whether you are a
general business or professional. You can
quickly and easily determine the correct markup
to ensure you cover your overheads, and make
a reasonable profit on the jobs you do or ser-
vice you supply. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/XP

EDUCATION
CHEMISTRY HELPER Quick reference tool that
gives instant access to a fully detailed periodic
table, as well as tutorials on solving chemistry
problems such as naming ionic compounds and
binary covalent compounds. Windows 95/98/
Me/2000/XP
COOL TYPE MASTER Cool Type Master is a pro-
gram for improving your typing speed and key-
board accuracy and that helps you learn touch
typing in short time. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/
Me/XP
STUDYX StudyX allows you to convert your
notes into games, and practice tests. It is a
great program to help students study for tests
and teachers to help their students. It is useful
for any subject from school to work including:
memorizing foreign language, practice math,
study science terms, vocabulary words, study
material for work, and previous test questions.
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP

GAMES
ALBATROSS18 Multiplayer. Online. Golf. Like
you've never seen it. Set in the beautiful back-
drop of a fantasy world where reality stops and
magic abounds, Albatross18 Season Two pre-
sents a unique experience to the game of golf -
mixing elements of classic golf play with the
popularity of fantasy role-playing games. 
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
MARIO FOREVER Super Mario Forever is really a
classic Mario remake. Once again you strap on
your wrench and hardhat and guide the chubby
plumber through many skillfully made levels.
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
SOLSUITE SOLITAIRE SolSuite Solitaire 2007 is a
collection of 470 solitaire card games, featuring
animated and custom cards, dozens of back-
grounds, automatic play, high scores, sounds,
and more. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/Me/XP

INTERNET
ASHAMPOO ANTI-SPYWARE Ashampoo Anti-
SpyWare protects you against more than
500,000 security threats. Ashampoo AntiSpy-
Ware can monitor and protect your computer
continuously. A small background program
checks every suspicious file for potential haz-
ards before it is opened, making it impossible
for Trojans to install themselves on your com-
puter. Windows 95/98/2000/NT/XP
NAOMI Naomi is an advanced Internet filtering
program, easy to use, intended for families and
kids in particular. Naomi is able to constantly
monitor all Internet connections, protecting chil-
dren from inappropriate online material - such
as obscene or violent contents; pornography,
pedophilia and erotism in the form of images or
texts; sites that popularize drugs; gambling
games; terrorism; hate propaganda; occultism;
sects; blasphemy. Windows 95/98/Me/NT/
XP/2000
PINGPLOTTER PingPlotter is a lightweight net-
work monitoring and troubleshooting tool. It
can run in the background collecting data while
you continue to run applications, and then allow
you to quickly look at the data in an intuitive
graphical format when you experience problems
(reduced call quality for VoIP, slowdowns or dis-
connects with applications). PingPlotter is great
at allowing you to collect data over time to see
trends. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/XP

KIDS
MHX ASTRONOMY HELPER This is a quick refer-
ence tool for students and others who want
instant detailed information on the planets of
the solar system, Pluto included. Windows
95/98/Me/NT/2000/XP
MY KIDS BROWSER This kid-safe Internet
browser was designed with children in mind.
Simple for parents to install and to use, it is
actually ready for children to use right after the
installation finishes. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/
2000/XP
STUDY KID Study Kid is a free and easy-to-use
study aid program that helps kids study faster
and more efficiently so that they can better suc-
ceed in school. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/2000/XP

LIFESTYLES
DOINVENTORYPLUS DoInventory is your total
asset tracking and inventory software for Palm
OS, Pocket PC, or Windows Mobile handheld
PDAs and Windows PCs. Inventory your home,
office, business, and collections. Carry your
inventory with you. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/
2000/XP
GFP - PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER Unlike
most accounting programs, this software pro-
gram looks from the user's perspective first,
and is developed from there. You see your

accounts as you would like to see them, not as
an accountant would. It's very intuitive. 
Windows 98/2000/NT
PDA COOKBOOK PLUS PDACookbook is your
total recipe and cookbook software for Palm OS
handhelds, Pocket PC or Windows Mobile hand-
helds, and Windows PCs. If you have a hand-
held, carry your recipes, menu planner, and
shopping list with you for fast and convenient
reference. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/XP

GRAPHICS & 
MULTIMEDIA
AURORA MEDIA WORKSHOP Aurora
Media Workshop can be divided into three
major functional areas: audio capabilities, video
capabilities, and compact disc capabilities. It
supports various types of audio formats includ-
ing MP3, WAV, WMA, OGG, and almost all types
of video formats such as MPEG, AVI (DivX,
MPEG4), WMV, DAT, VOB, VCD, SVCD, and
DVD. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
EASY CD-DA EXTRACTOR Easy CD-DA Extractor
converts audio files from one format to another.
Supports all popular audio file formats such as
MP3, M4A (iTunes, iPod), WMA, AAC, aacPlus,
and FLAC. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
FASTSTONE IMAGE VIEWER FastStone Image
Viewer is a fast, stable, user-friendly image
browser, converter and editor. It has a nice array
of features that include image viewing, manage-
ment, comparison, red-eye removal, emailing,
resizing, cropping and color adjustments. 
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP

UTILITIES
AD-AWARE SE With the ability to scan your
RAM, Registry, hard drives, and external storage
devices for known data-mining, advertising, and
tracking components, Ad-Aware SE easily can
clean your system, allowing you to maintain a
higher degree of privacy while you surf the
Web. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
DOWNLOAD ACCELERATOR PLUS Download
Accelerator Plus is the most popular download
manager with over 126 million users. DAP
leverages patented technology, easy manage-
ment of downloads, and rich features including:
multi connections, auto-recovery from lost con-
nections and errors, privacy tools, faster down-
loads from fastest sources, preview of files as
you download; broadband optimization; top
downloads; and a new design. Windows 95/98/
NT/2000/Me/XP
TUNEUP UTILITIES 2007 Expand the possibilities
of your operating system: The new TuneUp Utili-
ties 2007 will make Windows even faster, more
comfortable and more secure than ever. All
important aspects of system configuration,
security, cleanup and maintenance can be
accessed through a modern graphical interface
Windows 95/98/Me/NT/2000/XP
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n FEATURED PRODUCTS

Every month, the CrystalVision CD is full
of programs that can help children with
their homework. This month is no excep-
tion. In the Education section of this
month’s CD, we feature two powerful and
very flexible programs. First, for those stu-
dents struggling through a tough semes-
ter of chemistry, we offer the aptly
named Chemistry Helper. It features
an interactive Periodic Table of Elements,
tips for solving complex chemistry prob-
lems, and a nice starter chemistry tutori-
al to help your young student get over
the humps of a very difficult subject.
Meanwhile, for those students who need
a good study method, consider giving
StudyX a go. This complete program
helps you create tests to beat the test.
One of the best ways to learn a subject
is to create a test for it. For those students
that prefer more traditional methods,
StudyX also features easy methods for
creating flash cards, general note cards
and more.

Although we usually focus on PC-based
programs, once in a while, we here at
CrystalVision try to satisfy your mobile
device jones. Programs for mobile
devices are becoming more common
and convenient. Take for example, two
programs that we feature this month. The
first, DoInventoryPlus, puts inventory
control where it should be. With a mobile
device, you can use a program like
DoInventoryPlus to input inventory for
anything from household items to a small
business to a complete factory. And you
can do it directly into a computing
device without first applying to paper – a
transition that traditionally can result in
inventory errors. We also, this month, fea-
ture a recipe program for your PDA –
PDA Cookbook Plus In addition to
being able to carry your recipes with
you wherever you go, you’ll also be able
to use your PDA to generate grocery lists
that you’ll bring with you to the grocery
store. This is why they invented PDAs. You
can find each of these programs in the
Lifestyle Section of this Month’s CD.

Finally, take a “quick” look at Download
Accelerator Plus in the Utilities section
of this month’s CD. This super popular
program is proven to speed up your
downloads so that you spend more time
listening and playing, and less time
watching the download clock on your
PC. A great program for anyone who has
downloaded files on the Internet.
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The encyclopedia salesman must be having a tough time these
days. First, people decided they could replace their bulky, out-
of-date encyclopedia books with a single disc in 1993, the year

Microsoft’s Encarta was introduced. Then, in the late 90s, the Internet
made huge amounts of information – albeit in scattered form – avail-
able instantly via easy-to-use search engines. Certainly, encyclopedia
salesmen rued the day Google became more than a number. No
longer did users need to sacrifice a bookshelf to vinyl-bound books to
be “in the know.” They just needed a phone line and a little will.

Even then, though, a true replacement for the encyclopedia was not
available. The easy categorization and authority of text that, for gen-
erations, made the encyclopedia the beacon of knowledge for so
many young Americans could not be replicated in digital form. That
is, until, almost everyone got involved. In what may be the ultimate
expression of the networked world, the final nail is being driven for the
lost art of door-to-door sales.

A few years ago a movement, some would say a revolution, started to
take hold on the Internet. Depending on how broadly you define it, a
movement of collaboration is taking over the Web. What started with
the Open Source software movement has moved into a more main-
stream vehicle for cooperative expression – the wiki.

More than a new product, wikis could represent an extraordinary step
forward for the Internet and its place in the Information universe.
Whereas thus far the Internet has been a place of almost hyper-indi-
vidualism, a place where one person, with little technology or start-up
capital could build an empire, wikis represent the opposite phenome-
non. Wikis show us what many people, contributing just a little, can
build through sheer numbers.

What is a wiki? Well, the name makes it confusing, if only because it
really has nothing to do with the process. Basically, a wiki is a Web site
(or possibly software program) where anyone who visits (or is allowed
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The Wiki Wonder

Can a user-generated encyclopedia
revolutionize the Web?
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StudyX
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Download Accelerator Plus

Every month, the CrystalVision CD is full
of programs that can help children with
their homework. This month is no excep-
tion. In the Education section of this
month’s CD, we feature two powerful and
very flexible programs. First, for those stu-
dents struggling through a tough semes-
ter of chemistry, we offer the aptly
named Chemistry Helper. It features
an interactive Periodic Table of Elements,
tips for solving complex chemistry prob-
lems, and a nice starter chemistry tutori-
al to help your young student get over
the humps of a very difficult subject.
Meanwhile, for those students who need
a good study method, consider giving
StudyX a go. This complete program
helps you create tests to beat the test.
One of the best ways to learn a subject
is to create a test for it. For those students
that prefer more traditional methods,
StudyX also features easy methods for
creating flash cards, general note cards
and more.

Although we usually focus on PC-based
programs, once in a while, we here at
CrystalVision try to satisfy your mobile
device jones. Programs for mobile
devices are becoming more common
and convenient. Take for example, two
programs that we feature this month. The
first, DoInventoryPlus, puts inventory
control where it should be. With a mobile
device, you can use a program like
DoInventoryPlus to input inventory for
anything from household items to a small
business to a complete factory. And you
can do it directly into a computing
device without first applying to paper – a
transition that traditionally can result in
inventory errors. We also, this month, fea-
ture a recipe program for your PDA –
PDA Cookbook Plus In addition to
being able to carry your recipes with
you wherever you go, you’ll also be able
to use your PDA to generate grocery lists
that you’ll bring with you to the grocery
store. This is why they invented PDAs. You
can find each of these programs in the
Lifestyle Section of this Month’s CD.

Finally, take a “quick” look at Download
Accelerator Plus in the Utilities section
of this month’s CD. This super popular
program is proven to speed up your
downloads so that you spend more time
listening and playing, and less time
watching the download clock on your
PC. A great program for anyone who has
downloaded files on the Internet.

For a little help with
your homework …

For the Mobile Device

Get It Faster



Membership in CrystalVision doesn’t end with this
CD and newsletter. Being a member of CrystalVi-
sion means being part of a community of discount
software buyers. The center of that community is
our Web site: ShopCV.com.

ShopCV.com is one of the largest, most compre-
hensive discount software sites on the Internet,
with a collection of more than 700 titles that is
growing every month. Being a member of CrystalVi-
sion means you have exclusive access to the best
software prices on the Web, up to 95 percent off
regular retail. We here at CrystalVision have made
an effort to create a software collection that suits
everybody’s needs: from award-winning educational
titles to the best utilities to the most popular
games. ShopCV.com also includes deep discounts
on color ink cartridges for most name brand print-
ers, including Hewlett-Packard, Canon, Epson,
Brother and many more.

Check out some of the deals we’re offering
this month:

Tak 2: The Staff of Dreams
Retail: 19.99
Member Price: 16.67
Savings: 17%

Join Tak in an epic
adventure, as he must
learn all new Juju
magic to recover the
Staff of Dreams and
defeat Tlaloc one and
for all. Tak’s role in the
great Prophecy of the

Pupanunu has just begun! 

An Inconvenient Truth
Retail: 29.95
Member Price: 19.95
Savings: 33%

Director Davis Guggen-
heim eloquently weave
the science of global
warming with Al Gore’s
personal history and
lifelong commitment to
reversing the effects of
global climate change

in the most talked-about documentary of 
the year.

StarFlyers: Royal Jewel Rescue
Retail: 19.99
Member Price: 5.95
Savings: 70 %

It’s a royal disaster: the
crown jewels are miss-
ing and panicked Prin-
cess Popcorn cannot
be crowned Queen.
Join the StarFlyers on
an out-of-this-world
adventure through 

a popcorn-blasing nebula.

Why Pay Retail?

SHOPCV.com
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Note: The directory listed below is only a portion of the programs that you will find on the CrystalVision CD.

SOFTWARE
SERVICES

(continued on next page)

PLEASE SEE INSERT FOR IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

BUSINESS
BILLPOWER BillPower is a fully integrated time-
keeping, billing, and bookkeeping system that
will produce a wide variety of reports, including
income-expense statements, balance sheets and
aged receivables reports. Windows 95/98/NT/
2000/Me/XP
INVOICE2GO Invoice2go creates invoices, esti-
mates, quotes, purchase orders, credit memos,
and packing slips. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/XP
MIPRICE Miprice will calculate the correct
markup for your business, whether you are a
general business or professional. You can
quickly and easily determine the correct markup
to ensure you cover your overheads, and make
a reasonable profit on the jobs you do or ser-
vice you supply. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/XP

EDUCATION
CHEMISTRY HELPER Quick reference tool that
gives instant access to a fully detailed periodic
table, as well as tutorials on solving chemistry
problems such as naming ionic compounds and
binary covalent compounds. Windows 95/98/
Me/2000/XP
COOL TYPE MASTER Cool Type Master is a pro-
gram for improving your typing speed and key-
board accuracy and that helps you learn touch
typing in short time. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/
Me/XP
STUDYX StudyX allows you to convert your
notes into games, and practice tests. It is a
great program to help students study for tests
and teachers to help their students. It is useful
for any subject from school to work including:
memorizing foreign language, practice math,
study science terms, vocabulary words, study
material for work, and previous test questions.
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP

GAMES
ALBATROSS18 Multiplayer. Online. Golf. Like
you've never seen it. Set in the beautiful back-
drop of a fantasy world where reality stops and
magic abounds, Albatross18 Season Two pre-
sents a unique experience to the game of golf -
mixing elements of classic golf play with the
popularity of fantasy role-playing games. 
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
MARIO FOREVER Super Mario Forever is really a
classic Mario remake. Once again you strap on
your wrench and hardhat and guide the chubby
plumber through many skillfully made levels.
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
SOLSUITE SOLITAIRE SolSuite Solitaire 2007 is a
collection of 470 solitaire card games, featuring
animated and custom cards, dozens of back-
grounds, automatic play, high scores, sounds,
and more. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/Me/XP

INTERNET
ASHAMPOO ANTI-SPYWARE Ashampoo Anti-
SpyWare protects you against more than
500,000 security threats. Ashampoo AntiSpy-
Ware can monitor and protect your computer
continuously. A small background program
checks every suspicious file for potential haz-
ards before it is opened, making it impossible
for Trojans to install themselves on your com-
puter. Windows 95/98/2000/NT/XP
NAOMI Naomi is an advanced Internet filtering
program, easy to use, intended for families and
kids in particular. Naomi is able to constantly
monitor all Internet connections, protecting chil-
dren from inappropriate online material - such
as obscene or violent contents; pornography,
pedophilia and erotism in the form of images or
texts; sites that popularize drugs; gambling
games; terrorism; hate propaganda; occultism;
sects; blasphemy. Windows 95/98/Me/NT/
XP/2000
PINGPLOTTER PingPlotter is a lightweight net-
work monitoring and troubleshooting tool. It
can run in the background collecting data while
you continue to run applications, and then allow
you to quickly look at the data in an intuitive
graphical format when you experience problems
(reduced call quality for VoIP, slowdowns or dis-
connects with applications). PingPlotter is great
at allowing you to collect data over time to see
trends. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/XP

KIDS
MHX ASTRONOMY HELPER This is a quick refer-
ence tool for students and others who want
instant detailed information on the planets of
the solar system, Pluto included. Windows
95/98/Me/NT/2000/XP
MY KIDS BROWSER This kid-safe Internet
browser was designed with children in mind.
Simple for parents to install and to use, it is
actually ready for children to use right after the
installation finishes. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/
2000/XP
STUDY KID Study Kid is a free and easy-to-use
study aid program that helps kids study faster
and more efficiently so that they can better suc-
ceed in school. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/2000/XP

LIFESTYLES
DOINVENTORYPLUS DoInventory is your total
asset tracking and inventory software for Palm
OS, Pocket PC, or Windows Mobile handheld
PDAs and Windows PCs. Inventory your home,
office, business, and collections. Carry your
inventory with you. Windows 95/98/NT/Me/
2000/XP
GFP - PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER Unlike
most accounting programs, this software pro-
gram looks from the user's perspective first,
and is developed from there. You see your

accounts as you would like to see them, not as
an accountant would. It's very intuitive. 
Windows 98/2000/NT
PDA COOKBOOK PLUS PDACookbook is your
total recipe and cookbook software for Palm OS
handhelds, Pocket PC or Windows Mobile hand-
helds, and Windows PCs. If you have a hand-
held, carry your recipes, menu planner, and
shopping list with you for fast and convenient
reference. Windows 95/98/Me/2000/XP

GRAPHICS & 
MULTIMEDIA
AURORA MEDIA WORKSHOP Aurora
Media Workshop can be divided into three
major functional areas: audio capabilities, video
capabilities, and compact disc capabilities. It
supports various types of audio formats includ-
ing MP3, WAV, WMA, OGG, and almost all types
of video formats such as MPEG, AVI (DivX,
MPEG4), WMV, DAT, VOB, VCD, SVCD, and
DVD. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
EASY CD-DA EXTRACTOR Easy CD-DA Extractor
converts audio files from one format to another.
Supports all popular audio file formats such as
MP3, M4A (iTunes, iPod), WMA, AAC, aacPlus,
and FLAC. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
FASTSTONE IMAGE VIEWER FastStone Image
Viewer is a fast, stable, user-friendly image
browser, converter and editor. It has a nice array
of features that include image viewing, manage-
ment, comparison, red-eye removal, emailing,
resizing, cropping and color adjustments. 
Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP

UTILITIES
AD-AWARE SE With the ability to scan your
RAM, Registry, hard drives, and external storage
devices for known data-mining, advertising, and
tracking components, Ad-Aware SE easily can
clean your system, allowing you to maintain a
higher degree of privacy while you surf the
Web. Windows 95/98/NT/2000/Me/XP
DOWNLOAD ACCELERATOR PLUS Download
Accelerator Plus is the most popular download
manager with over 126 million users. DAP
leverages patented technology, easy manage-
ment of downloads, and rich features including:
multi connections, auto-recovery from lost con-
nections and errors, privacy tools, faster down-
loads from fastest sources, preview of files as
you download; broadband optimization; top
downloads; and a new design. Windows 95/98/
NT/2000/Me/XP
TUNEUP UTILITIES 2007 Expand the possibilities
of your operating system: The new TuneUp Utili-
ties 2007 will make Windows even faster, more
comfortable and more secure than ever. All
important aspects of system configuration,
security, cleanup and maintenance can be
accessed through a modern graphical interface
Windows 95/98/Me/NT/2000/XP
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n FEATURED PRODUCTS

Every month, the CrystalVision CD is full
of programs that can help children with
their homework. This month is no excep-
tion. In the Education section of this
month’s CD, we feature two powerful and
very flexible programs. First, for those stu-
dents struggling through a tough semes-
ter of chemistry, we offer the aptly
named Chemistry Helper. It features
an interactive Periodic Table of Elements,
tips for solving complex chemistry prob-
lems, and a nice starter chemistry tutori-
al to help your young student get over
the humps of a very difficult subject.
Meanwhile, for those students who need
a good study method, consider giving
StudyX a go. This complete program
helps you create tests to beat the test.
One of the best ways to learn a subject
is to create a test for it. For those students
that prefer more traditional methods,
StudyX also features easy methods for
creating flash cards, general note cards
and more.

Although we usually focus on PC-based
programs, once in a while, we here at
CrystalVision try to satisfy your mobile
device jones. Programs for mobile
devices are becoming more common
and convenient. Take for example, two
programs that we feature this month. The
first, DoInventoryPlus, puts inventory
control where it should be. With a mobile
device, you can use a program like
DoInventoryPlus to input inventory for
anything from household items to a small
business to a complete factory. And you
can do it directly into a computing
device without first applying to paper – a
transition that traditionally can result in
inventory errors. We also, this month, fea-
ture a recipe program for your PDA –
PDA Cookbook Plus In addition to
being able to carry your recipes with
you wherever you go, you’ll also be able
to use your PDA to generate grocery lists
that you’ll bring with you to the grocery
store. This is why they invented PDAs. You
can find each of these programs in the
Lifestyle Section of this Month’s CD.

Finally, take a “quick” look at Download
Accelerator Plus in the Utilities section
of this month’s CD. This super popular
program is proven to speed up your
downloads so that you spend more time
listening and playing, and less time
watching the download clock on your
PC. A great program for anyone who has
downloaded files on the Internet.
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The encyclopedia salesman must be having a tough time these
days. First, people decided they could replace their bulky, out-
of-date encyclopedia books with a single disc in 1993, the year

Microsoft’s Encarta was introduced. Then, in the late 90s, the Internet
made huge amounts of information – albeit in scattered form – avail-
able instantly via easy-to-use search engines. Certainly, encyclopedia
salesmen rued the day Google became more than a number. No
longer did users need to sacrifice a bookshelf to vinyl-bound books to
be “in the know.” They just needed a phone line and a little will.

Even then, though, a true replacement for the encyclopedia was not
available. The easy categorization and authority of text that, for gen-
erations, made the encyclopedia the beacon of knowledge for so
many young Americans could not be replicated in digital form. That
is, until, almost everyone got involved. In what may be the ultimate
expression of the networked world, the final nail is being driven for the
lost art of door-to-door sales.

A few years ago a movement, some would say a revolution, started to
take hold on the Internet. Depending on how broadly you define it, a
movement of collaboration is taking over the Web. What started with
the Open Source software movement has moved into a more main-
stream vehicle for cooperative expression – the wiki.

More than a new product, wikis could represent an extraordinary step
forward for the Internet and its place in the Information universe.
Whereas thus far the Internet has been a place of almost hyper-indi-
vidualism, a place where one person, with little technology or start-up
capital could build an empire, wikis represent the opposite phenome-
non. Wikis show us what many people, contributing just a little, can
build through sheer numbers.

What is a wiki? Well, the name makes it confusing, if only because it
really has nothing to do with the process. Basically, a wiki is a Web site
(or possibly software program) where anyone who visits (or is allowed
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The Wiki Wonder

Can a user-generated encyclopedia
revolutionize the Web?
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Download Accelerator Plus

Every month, the CrystalVision CD is full
of programs that can help children with
their homework. This month is no excep-
tion. In the Education section of this
month’s CD, we feature two powerful and
very flexible programs. First, for those stu-
dents struggling through a tough semes-
ter of chemistry, we offer the aptly
named Chemistry Helper. It features
an interactive Periodic Table of Elements,
tips for solving complex chemistry prob-
lems, and a nice starter chemistry tutori-
al to help your young student get over
the humps of a very difficult subject.
Meanwhile, for those students who need
a good study method, consider giving
StudyX a go. This complete program
helps you create tests to beat the test.
One of the best ways to learn a subject
is to create a test for it. For those students
that prefer more traditional methods,
StudyX also features easy methods for
creating flash cards, general note cards
and more.

Although we usually focus on PC-based
programs, once in a while, we here at
CrystalVision try to satisfy your mobile
device jones. Programs for mobile
devices are becoming more common
and convenient. Take for example, two
programs that we feature this month. The
first, DoInventoryPlus, puts inventory
control where it should be. With a mobile
device, you can use a program like
DoInventoryPlus to input inventory for
anything from household items to a small
business to a complete factory. And you
can do it directly into a computing
device without first applying to paper – a
transition that traditionally can result in
inventory errors. We also, this month, fea-
ture a recipe program for your PDA –
PDA Cookbook Plus In addition to
being able to carry your recipes with
you wherever you go, you’ll also be able
to use your PDA to generate grocery lists
that you’ll bring with you to the grocery
store. This is why they invented PDAs. You
can find each of these programs in the
Lifestyle Section of this Month’s CD.

Finally, take a “quick” look at Download
Accelerator Plus in the Utilities section
of this month’s CD. This super popular
program is proven to speed up your
downloads so that you spend more time
listening and playing, and less time
watching the download clock on your
PC. A great program for anyone who has
downloaded files on the Internet.

For a little help with
your homework …

For the Mobile Device

Get It Faster


