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examine the historical behaviour of a system.
Records are written to the event log in a
format which, in part, is only understood by
the application that wrote them. When you
view or export the logs, the system calls
upon each application to format its own
records so you can make sense of them.
This is great until you take a raw event log

The Crystal Reports bundled in the Server Resource Kit provides exception reporting and basic

analysis of event logs

(an

.EVT file) and attempt to examine it on

another system. If the application that
created the records isn’t installed, you may
find that much information won’t make
sense. Depending on the network, you may

Once the event log data has been massaged into a tidy comma-delimited format, Excel will

quickly turn it into a simple database
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also find that user IDs are displayed in their
internal representation, which is a curious
string of digits called a SID. There is a
similar danger when attempting to examine
an old archived log. If applications have
been removed from the system or users
deleted, some log entries may reveal less
than you’d like.

For these reasons, it’s a good idea to

covering most of the issues concerning NT
administrators. The CD is a corker, with a
vast amount of demonstration NT software
plus a free copy of Inside Windows NT
Server in Acrobat format.

sy Tackle the key
" components of
Windows NT Server

ind T Server
simulator included!

The coolest F/X for the hottest Web sites
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Publisher: Que
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This book solves one of the great mysteries of

the web age: how do you make a background

that tiles seamlessly? Also explained is using

image maps, creating animated GIFs, working

with audio, Java and multimedia. CGl scripts

and VRML are explored along the way on the

journey to producing appealing web sites.
The book adopts the unconventional

and each parameter is explained along with
possible problems you may encounter and
what to do about them.

A very comprehensive and useful
reference.
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the Perl program, ke

cleanevent.perl

(see screenshots, page 266). Cleanevent
adds a header record, identifying the
columns so Excel will treat the data as a
database. It merges the date and time fields
from the log, it picks up all the trailing
description fields that sometimes follow a

Mouse moment

If you cast your mind back to the January
issue, you may recall my request that Santa
deliver a new design of pointing device. Well,
it wasn’t Santa but Microsoft that came up
with the goods, and while it's not exactly
what | asked for, we’re definitely heading in
the right direction. | refer, of course, to
Microsoft’s new Intellimouse. I've only been
using it a month or so and already I'm lost at
a PC without one. Now, with an ordinary
mouse, | find myself scraping uselessly at the
little gap between the two buttons and
receiving strange looks from uninitiated
onlookers. Scrolling has never been so
effortless. Nine out of ten points, Microsoft.
I’ll save the extra one for when someone
comes up with a cordless version. (Are you
listening, Logitech?)
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record and adds them to the end of the
original record, and, finally, it identifies the
records relating to printing. From these it
picks out the user ID, printer name and print
size, placing them in the general-purpose
fields, X1 to X4, on the end of the record. If
the output of cleanevent is written to a .csv
file and dropped into Excel, it will
automatically be split into individual cells
and is immmediately ready for analysis.

| called upon a PivotTable (under the
Data menu) to do the analysis and finished
off with a few charts to help illustrate the
load on the printers.

The Perl routine could easily be
extended to extract other interesting
information, split the logs into smaller
record sets or write it to a database for
long-term analysis.

Dale Strickland-Clark is a journalist and
consultant on Windows/NT and the internet. He
can be reached by email at NT@pcw.vnu.co.uk
Computer Manuals 0121 706 6000
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