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What CD? number fifteen

Our fully-interactive cover CD has over 600Mb of the latest
games and multimedia demos; Internet pages;

our Getting Started guide to PCs; a
Software Library filled with share-
ware and utilities; graphics; a 12-
month back-issues index of What
PC?; last month'’s issue of the
magazine; plus more than 500
pages of Hands on.

82 All you need for £1,500

Is it possible to get a complete business system including a PC, printer and
software for £1,500? We've investigated all the options to find the best deal.

- - -
96 Colour inkjet printers
Colour printing at home is now more affordable than ever, but which printer
should you choose? We test a dozen colour printers that cost under £500.

104 Tax software

With deadlines looming for submitting the new self-assessment tax returns,
we evaluate five packages that claim to help.

Reliability survey

62 We detail what can go wrong
with your PC, and
reveal Britain's
most reliable
systems.
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Regulars
13 News

Pentium Il goes mainstream; Philips rewrites CD rulebook; MacOS 8 launched.

51 Letters

and competition winners.

55 Watchdog

This month we reveal problems with Cyrix-based PCs, and look at the reliabili-
ty of Compaq's 4100 notebook.

56 Price Watch

Check out the latest PC prices and our ‘Pick of the month'.

59 Serious business

Terry Pinnell discusses how the year 2000 issue
affects PC users.

75 Testdrive

Readers try before they buy with our new test-
on-request service.

113 Competition

Three lucky readers will win a Panasonic KXL-600A digital camera, and three
runners-up will receive a VideoLogic Apocalypse 3Dx graphics card.

129 PC Doctor

Write to us with your PC problem - if we print your letter, you'll receive a
Microsoft IntelliMouse and a choice of Microsoft Bookshelf, Publisher 97
or Money 97.
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133 Books & feedback

Book reviews, and win a mystery prize by returning our survey.

135 How to... %’

Easy to follow step-by-step guides to help you create Windows wallpaper
and sounds, digitise your signature and make your
own CD jukebox.

180 Jargon buster

Common PC terms explained in plain English.

182 Faxback

What PC? pages via your fax.

214 Back page

Discover the link between ants and CD-ROMs; try our new caption
competition; and find out what's in next month'’s issue.

215 Product index

Home & Entertainment

116 Games & family software

Become Bruce Willis in the Die Hard Trilogy, blast a few aliens from a
helicopter, or play a round of golf with Jack Nicklaus.

123 Online

If you are interested in film and television, don't
miss this month’s Online section for some
essential sites.
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Contents

Beginner's guide

Essential advice and
information for beginners,
plus the most comprehensive
buyer’'s tables on the market.
167 Buyer's guide contents.

5 &168 Getting Started: The beginner's guide to
personal computing.

GETTING STARTED

184 How to buy: Detailed advice for buyers,
including a checklist to help you reach a decision.
186 Buyer's charter.

187 Tables: Make an informed choice from our
comprehensive listings of the latest PCs, software
& peripherals - including specifications, prices and
manufacturers’ contact numbers.

Close-up page 19

Toshiba Libretto 50CT Pentium-based notebook
PC that fits in your pocket.

Toshiba Portégé 300CT Sub-A4 notebook with
wide-screen TFT and Pentium MMX.

Casio QV-300 Casio’s latest digital camera.
PointCast 2.0 (beta) Internet-based news
broadcasting program.

email 97 Electronic mail package that supports
multiple e-mail accounts.

BT Callscape 100 Software that stores the last
1,000 incoming and outgoing phone numbers.
Kai’s Photo Soap

Clean up and enhance
photographic images.
Apricot MS660
Apricot's first multi-
media PC with Intel's
Pentium MMX proces-
sor running at
233MHz.

Sequel NetPIM 1.1 Personal
Internet Manager for updating and managing Web-
based information.

Hewlett-Packard OmniBook 800CT The most
desirable OmniBook yet.

PlanIT Business Plan Version 3 Prepare a
professional-looking business plan with your PC.
Adobe Illustrator 7 Latest version of the high-
end drawing application.

LaserJet 6L & LaserJet Companion Personal
laser printer and sheet-feed scanner.
Videotrope Utility for editing and
applying effects to video and
animation.

Force FX Joystick Joystick that
responds to what's happening

on screen.

lomega Ditto 2Gb Back-up device.
Win/TV-Radio Television, radio and
Teletext on your PC.

Kurzweil Voice Plus Speech-recognition system
for PCs.

Macromedia Flash 2 Tool for adding high-quality
multimedia content to Web pages.

Scala MultiMedia MM200 Creator of multimedia
presentations.
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