
Whooping Crane Grus americana

Historical Information

First Published record: Butler (1890) noted that R.B. Trouslot reported this species in Porter

County 25 April 1887, but oddly, fails to include this record in his 1898 volume.

Butler (1898) referred to the Whooping Crane as a rare migrant, which was formerly more

common. He mentioned possible nesting in the “big Kankakee marsh.” Keller et al. (1979)

simply referred to it as extirpated. Mumford and Keller (1984) provide an historical summary for

Indiana and indicate that Indiana’s last report occurred 4 April 1907 in De Kalb County.

Status

Physical Evidence: There are no known specimens from Indiana (S.F. Jackson unpublished list).

Current Status

Extirpated

Occurrence

Thompson (1888) mentioned “one or two seen, but quite uncommon,” in the Kankakee marshes

of northwestern Indiana. A reintroduction program has been implemented in Wisconsin; these

birds winter in Florida. On a number of occasions migrants from this new group have been noted

in Indiana, but this population is currently not accepted as established by the Indiana Bird

Records Committee.
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