
Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Historical Information

First Published Record: The first specific date involved an observation at Kouts 2 April 1885

(Butler (1898).

Butler (1898) considered this goose a common migrant and winter resident.  Keller et al. (1979)

deemed it a common to uncommon migrant, which was rare in winter. Mumford and Keller

(1984) refer to this goose as a common migrant and permanent resident, but noted that the

numbers of captive and semi-captive birds render it questionable whether any “truly wild birds”

nested in the state.

Status

Physical Evidence: Some twelve skins

are housed in the nation’s museums as

indicated in the Status Table (S.F.

Jackson unpublished list, J.B. Dunning

unpublished computer list, and Richards

1987).

Current Status

Over the past three decades Indiana’s Canada Goose

population has expanded tremendously.  In addition,

semi-wild birds have become so thoroughly

comfortable with the presence of humans that they

have become local nuisances. Today it is Very

Abundant (1) to Very Common (3) in spring, summer and fall, and Common (4) to Fairly

Common (5) is summer.

Occurrence

Records of Canada Geese exist for eighty-seven counties, and it is almost certainly present in the

remaining five counties. At least two distinct Canada Goose populations occur in the state.  The

widespread, and semi-wild, sedentary  “Giant Canada,” has become so pervasive that it is now

considered a nuisance.  The second population involves a migratory form, which winters in

southern reaches of the state.  Status of this migratory population is unclear, as records of both

forms are lumped together.

STATUS TABLE

Specimens

Museum No.

Chicago Field Museum 1

National Museum of Natural History 7

Philadelphia Academy of Sciences 1

Indiana State Museum 1

Purdue Univ. Wildlife Laboratory 2

20-Year Abundance Table

Win Spr Sum Fall

Northern Tier 3 2 4 3

Central Tier 1 3 5 3

Southern Tier 1 3 5 3

Entire State 1 2 3 2
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Population Trend

Considering recent expansion of the sedentary population, the declining pattern shown in the

Population Trend plots is somewhat surprising.  However, it in part reflects current inclinations

of field observers to ignore this now ubiquitous species.  Additionally, it is quite possible that the

wintering migratory population has declined; note, for example, that a majority of the largest

counts listed in the maximum count table were recorded more than 30 years ago.

Breeding

Butler (1890) noted that they frequently bred and Butler (1898) listed breeding in the Kankakee
region and three northern counties.  Mumford and Keller (1984) were skeptical about Butler’s
claim. Castrale et al. (1998) comment that the nesting wild Canada Geese had likely vanished
from the state by 1900.  Restoration of the population began in the 1930s and by 1984 the state
had a large breeding population (Mumford and Keller 1984).  The Indiana Atlas (Castrale et al.
1998) revealed breeding evidence in forty percent of the priority blocks, clearly attesting to the
recent success of this species. Indeed, today Canada Geese are so prevalent that many Hoosiers
consider them a nuisance.

Canada Goose Data

Maximum Single Party Counts

Spring/Winter
Number Date Location Observer Ref.

250000 15-Mar-1953 Posey Co W.B. Barnes DNR

30000 17-Feb-2001 Minnehaha FWA T.C. Keller IAQ

25000 01-Dec-1953 Willow Slough W.E, Madden DNR

Fall

Number Date Location Observer Ref.

10000 25-Nov-1951 Jasper-Pulaski DNR DNR

9000 01-Oct-1971 Jasper-Pulaski R.E. Mumford REM

8000 27-Oct-1945 St Joseph Co Bro. Mattingly DNR

Actual Canada Goose Numbers

(not normalized) 
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Migration Envelopes

Spring

Earliest Arrive Peak Depart Latest Records

North Win. Res. 27-Jan 23-Mar 14-May Sum-Res. 1018

Central Win. Res. 21-Jan 8-Mar 12-May Sum-Res. 260

South Win. Res. 15-Jan 19-Feb 13-Apr Sum-Res. 243

Fall

Earliest Arrive Peak Depart Latest Records

North Sum-Res. 3-Sep 29-Oct 13-Dec Win. Res. 832

Central Sum-Res. 8-Sep 3-Nov 16-Dec Win. Res. 244

South Sum-Res. 5-Oct 8-Nov 25-Dec Win. Res. 243



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


