Ross’s Gull

Historical Information

Rhodostethia rosea

First Published Record: The state’s only record of this dainty gull occurred in Indianapolis at

Eagle Creek Park where Larry Peavler discovered an adult 4 November 1995 (Peavler 1996).

A second Ross’s Gull report, which was mentioned in Mumford and Keller (1984), was rejected
by the Indiana Bird Records Committee.
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Status

S.F. Jackson.

Physical Evidence: There are no known
specimens, but Peavler (1996) contains
identifiable photographs and the front cover
of that issue sports a fine picture taken by
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With only one

acceptable record, Ross’s Gull is Accidental (10) in Indiana.

Occurrence

The Eagle Creek Park bird frequented a mudflat on an upper
portion of the reservoir near Interstate 65, where it
associated, most surprisingly, with an American Avocet. The
gull often picked around on the mudflat and was believed to

have fed on shad in the reservoir.

It remained in the area

until 10 November when a major storm passed through; it
was not seen after 10 November (Peavler 1996). During its
brief visit the gull was seen by scores of observers.
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