
Long-eared Owl Asio otus

Historical Information

First Published Record: The earliest fully dated Indiana Long-eared Owl report consisted of two

adults and two young taken by H.W. McBride in DeKalb County 29 April 1890 (Butler 1898).

In describing the Long-eared Owl status, Butler (1898) referred to it as a resident, which was

uncommon in summer and more common in winter. Keller et al. (1979) deemed it a very rare

summer resident and rare winter visitant in the north and very rare to casual in the remainder of

the state.  Mumford and Keller (1984) considered it a resident, which was less common in

summer.

Status

Physical Evidence: Some eleven specimens

are archived in museums (S.F. Jackson

unpublished list, J.B. Dunning unpublished

computer list, and Richards 1987).

Current Status

The Long-eared Owl is Rare (7) in winter, spring, and fall;

there have been no summer period records in the past 20

years.

Occurrence

Although reports are concentrated in the northern half of

Indiana (see distribution map), Long-eared Owls have been

reported in at least 49 counties. They are most frequently

encountered in conifer groves. Over the past two decades an

average of 12.4 birds has been reported annually in the state.

Migration

The Long-eared Owl migration is obscured by the presence

of winter residents and is best assessed by considering only

reports from the lakefront where migrants appear with some regularity. Migration envelopes

employing only lakefront data (see below) suggest a spring flight between late March and early

STATUS TABLE
Specimens

Museum No.

Chicago Field Museum 2

National Museum of Natural History 2

Indiana State Museum 1

Purdue Univ. Wildlife Laboratory 4

Univ. of Michigan Museum 2

20-Year Abundance Table

Win Spr Sum Fall

Northern Tier 7 7 n 7

Central Tier 7 8 n 0

Southern Tier 8 8 n 0

Entire State 7 7 n 7
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May that peaks in mid-April.  The fall flight is less clearly defined, but likely peaks in early

November.

Population Trend

Long-eared Owls have not fared well in Indiana, as the steep negative slope of the 50-year trend

line is statistically significant at the 95 percent level.

Breeding

Mumford and Keller (1984) reported nesting in eight northern tier counties plus a record in

Jennings County. A summary of the 1973 Jennings County breeding, including the photograph

of a young bird unable to fly (one of five young present), is contained in Mumford (1976).

Although the Atlas project reported nesting evidence in five counties (Jackson, LaPorte, Noble,

Orange, and St. Joseph), confirmed breeding occurred in only Noble County (Castrale et al.

1998).  Mumford and Keller (1984) list egg dates form 30 March to 27 April; young in the nest

have been reported as late as 25 July 1965 (Mumford 1976).

Long-eared Owl Data
Maximum Single Party Counts

Entire Year

Number Date Location Observer Ref.

12 01-Mar-1959 Southern Lake Co John Louis NIQ

12 31-Dec-1995 Allen Co Cindy Sembach IAQ

10 15-Mar-1954 Marion Co M.P. Kahl REM

10 09-Jan-1960 Tippecanoe Co I.W. Burr REM

10 06-Feb-2002 Summit Lake J.J. McCoy INB

10 22-Feb-2004 Summit Lake S.A. Pancol INB

Migration Envelopes

Dunes Area

Earliest Arrive Peak Depart Latest Records

Spring 1-Mar-1959 21-Mar 14-Apr 12-May 25-May-1914 36

Fall 30-Sep-2000 --- 1-Nov --- 29-Nov-1961 20

Note: these envelopes are based solely on lakefront records.

Corrected Normalized Long-eared Owl Numbers 

(Negative slope of the Trend line is significant at the 95% level)
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Actual Long-eared Owl Numbers

(not normalized) 
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Long-eared Owl Population Trend
Negative slope of the trend line is significant at the 95% level
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