
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus

Historical Information

First Published Record: Thomas, John, and Linda Michael observed an adult male Rufous

Hummingbird near Mississinewa Reservoir (Grant County) on 11-12 May 1985, providing

Indiana’s first record of this western hummingbird (Gorney 2004).  This report constitutes the

state’s only May record.

Earlier authors did not mention Rufous Hummingbird.

Status

Physical Evidence: At least three Indiana

specimens are housed in museums (Gorney

2004 and pers. comm.).

Current Status

The Rufous Hummingbird is Rare (7) in Indiana; however,

this status must be tempered by the observation that dozens

of unidentified hummingbirds belonging to the genus

Selasphorus have also been reported in the state; most of

these were also likely this species.

Occurrence

Although Indiana’s 21 Rufous Hummingbird records are

scattered across 14 counties (see distribution map), a

majority occurred in the southern tier.  Numbers have

exploded in recent years with 86 percent of the state’s

records occurring since 2002 (see chart below). Indeed,

Rufous Hummingbirds have become so prevalent that in

2006 the Indiana Bird Records Committee removed this

species from the state’s review list. This recent increase can

be attributed to a greater awareness of late fall and winter

hummingbirds and especially the banding efforts of Allen

Chartier and Cathie Hutcheson (virtually all Indiana Rufous

Hummingbirds are identified during banding).

STATUS TABLE

Specimens

Museum No.

Chicago Field Museum 2

J. Moore Museum, Earlham College 2

20-Year Abundance Table

Win Spr Sum Fall

Northern Tier n n n 10

Central Tier 9 n n 9

Southern Tier 7 10 n 7

Entire State 7 10 n 7
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Most Rufous Hummingbirds

appear at feeding stations in

autumn and many linger

through mid-winter, resulting

in mult iple migrat ion

histogram entries for each

record (i.e., the numerous

reports indicated on the

migration histogram represent

only 21 individuals). A

breakdown of Indiana’s

Rufous Hummingbirds by age

and gender is as follows: five

adult males, six adult females,

two immature males, and

eight immature females (Gorney 2004 and pers. comm.).

Extreme Record

An immature female Rufous that arrived at the Poseyville feeding station of Sharon and Walter

Broadhead on 28 October 2005 wins the perseverance award; Cathie Hutcheson identified the

bird on 1 December 2005 as it was banded. This hearty individual subsequently wintered at the

site, ultimately lingering until 15 April 2006. (Gorney pers. comm.).  This durable hummingbird

provided Indiana’s only record for the months of February, March, and April (Note that these

months fall outside the 31 January 2006 cutoff date for this work, but were sufficiently important

to warrant appending).

Unidentified Selasphorus Hummingbirds

Supplementing the 21 Indiana Rufous Hummingbird records are more than two-dozen additional

birds identified as either Selasphorus or Rufous/Allen’s hummingbirds. The migration envelope

below incorporates all Rufous and Selasphorus Hummingbird records.

Combined Migration Envelope for both

Rufous and Unidentified Selasphorus Hummingbirds

Entire State

Earliest Arrive Peak Depart Latest Records

Year 26-Jul-2005 27-Sep Win. Vis. 19-Jan 12-May-1985 49
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Annual Rufous Hummingbird Totals

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1
9
8
5

1
9
8
7

1
9
8
9

1
9
9
1

1
9
9
3

1
9
9
5

1
9
9
7

1
9
9
9

2
0
0
1

2
0
0
3

2
0
0
5

N
u

m
b

er



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


