
Eskimo Curlew Numenius borealis

Historical Information

First Published Record: Butler (1890) mentioned specimens in the Cuvier Club collection,

Cincinnati, Ohio, which were taken in Vincennes and Chalmers, but provided no dates. A note in

the Mumford files indicates that one of the Chalmers birds was collected 15 March 1879.

Butler (1898) considered the Eskimo Curlew a rare migrant. Keller (1958) deemed it extinct and

Keller et al. (1979) listed it as extirpated. Mumford and Keller (1984) described a second Indiana

record and suggested that the species was “near-extinction.”

Status/ Occurrence

Physical Evidence: Thanks to Don Gorney’s

museum research, a female Eskimo Curlew

skin, collected at Chalmers 15 March 1879,

was located in the Cincinnati Museum

Center (Gorney 2003). In that museum

Gorney also found two unlabeled specimens,

which might have originated in Indiana.

Gorney also found a specimen from Indiana

in the Royal Ontario Museum. That bird was

a male collected at Chalmers, White County

on 19 April, possibly in 1890 (there is some

uncertainty about the year).

Current Status

As there have been no Indiana records in more than

100 years, the Eskimo Curlew can no longer be

considered part of the state’s contemporary avifauna.
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STATUS TABLE

Specimens

Museum No.

Cincinnati Museum Center 1

Royal Ontario Museum 1
20-Year Abundance Table

Win Spr Sum Fall

Northern Tier n n n n

Central Tier n n n n

Southern Tier n n n n

Entire State n n n n
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