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Sometimes the Alias Manager mistakes one volume for another. In particular, we're experiencing problems getting aliases
to volumes to work correctly with our AppleTalk Filing Protocol (AFP) server volumes. Here's how I can duplicate the
problem:

1. I mount two server volumes from my AFP server: VolA and VolB. 
2. I use the Finder to create an alias file for each volume. 
3. I unmount VolA. 
4. I open the alias file for VolA. However, when I do this, VolB (which is still mounted) is opened. 

Is this a bug in the Alias Manager or did we implement something the wrong way in our server?

___

As noted in the Alias Manager chapter of Inside Macintosh  Volume VI, the Alias Manager uses three criteria to identify a
volume: the volume's name, the volume's creation date, and the volume's type. If the Alias Manager can't find a mounted
volume that matches all three criteria, it tries again with just the volume's creation date and the volume's type. This
second attempt finds volumes that have been renamed. If that attempt fails, the Alias Manager tries one last time on
mounted volumes with the volume's name and the volume's type. If it can't find a mounted volume with those three attempts
and the alias is to an AFP volume (a file server), the Alias Manager assumes the volume is unmounted and attempts to
mount it.

The problem you're having is probably happening because both volumes have the same creation date and type. That will
cause the Alias Manager to mistake VolA for VolB and VolB for VolA when it attempts to match by volume creation date and
volume type. You can prevent the Alias Manager from making this mistake by making sure your server volumes all have
unique volume creation dates.

This same behavior can be observed when partitioned hard disks use the same volume creation date for all partitions. If
one partition isn't mounted, the Alias Manager can mistake one disk partition for another.
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