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76  PDAs
If you’re still managing your life with pieces of paper then it’s time to step
into the Nineties and buy yourself a Personal Digital Assistant or PDA. We
put seven of the latest models to the test.

92  Christmas goodies
If you’re stuck for ideas to fill that Christmas stocking, have a look at the
goodies we’ve selected.

96  K56Flex modems
56K modems are ideal for speeding up the Web, but which one is best for
you? We look at the buying issues and compare nine K56Flex modems.

106  TV Spin-offs
The Simpsons, Star Trek, Beavis and Butthead – you can now have all these
and more on the PC. Find out what’s in the Christmas schedule.

120  Budget PCs
Believe it or not you can now buy an MMX PC with the full monty for just
£799. We test eight low-cost PCs for those on a budget.

What CD? number 19
Our fully-interactive cover CD has more than 600Mb of 
the latest games and multimedia demos; Internet pages;
our Getting Started guide to PCs; a
Software Library filled with 
shareware and utilities; graphics; 
a 12-month back-issues index of
What PC?; last month’s issue of
the magazine; plus more than
500 pages of Hands on.
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Eight great
regular sections

Featured games demos: Tomb Raider II, Dark Forces II: Jedi
Knights, Constructor(Windows 95 only), Close Combat II: A

Bridge Too Far(Windows 95 only), Turok:
Dinosaur Hunter

Multimedia and Featured Software:
You Don’t Know Jack, The Official

Martial Arts Encyclopedia, i Publish 2,
Magix Music Maker
Arts: 32 graphic images from the
Image Bank, Canterbury Classic’s,
Electronic Music Catalogue,
Schubert Music Track
Getting started: What PC?’s
interactive guide to notebooks,
printers and desktop PCs.
Focus On: Computer TV Spin-Offs
What PC?s  Printshop: A section
containing hints, tips and practical
advice on every aspect of personal
computing plus the entire November issue
of What PC?, all in Acrobat format.

The Stoney Blokes: An episode of The Stoney Blokes.
Software Library: Direct X 5 - Microsoft Video driver,

Paintshop Pro 3.12 - Latest version, Paintshop Pro
4.14 - Latest version, Winzip - Windows file

compression, WallPaper Paste - Desktop
Wallpaper cycling utility, CyberContact -

Internet contact & address manager, NetFerret
Utilities - WWW, FTP, E-Mail, NEWS, IRC,

Phone search utilities, A1 Collex - Windows
action puzzle game, K-Chess Elite -

Improve your chess, Moriarty -
Windows Whodunnit,

number eighteen

Over 600Mb
of fun family 

software
see page 7
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Home & Entertainment
144  Games & family software
We test drive Sega’s Virtua Fighter 2 and Daytona Deluxe, fight it out in
Close Combat, look at colouring, first aid and music software, and give you
the chance to win a bundle of software from Europress.

155  Online 
On the first day of Christmas my true love sent to me – the Partridge
Family Web site. We’ve found sites for all 12 days of Christmas – have fun!
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15 News 
Bugs bite Internet Explorer 4.0 and Pentium; MMO notebooks arrive.

57 Letters  
and competition winners.

67 Watchdog
This month we discover a catch in a Cable & Wireless phone offer.

68 Price Watch
Check out the latest PC prices and our ‘Pick of the month’.

71 Serious business
Terry Pinnell gives advice on tax for home users and small businesses.

73 Testdrive
Readers try before they buy with our test-on-request service.

143 Competition  
This month readers have the chance to win £10,000 worth of Microsoft hardware
and software.

159 Books & feedback
Book reviews, and tell us what you think of What PC? by returning our survey.

161 How to...
Easy-to-follow step-by-step guides to help you create your own address labels.

165 PC doctor  
Write to us with your PC problem – if we print your letter, you’ll receive a
Microsoft IntelliMouse and a choice of Microsoft Bookshelf, Publisher 97 
or Money 97.

247 Product index
248 Back page  
Andrew Charlesworth on the spread of the Web; try our caption competition;
and find out what’s in next month’s issue.

Close-up reviews
21 Individual reviews of the latest products.

21 ALPS MD-1000
Dry ink colour printer for under £300.
22 Viglen/Microsoft Home Pro PC (Model 2)
Multimedia PC aimed at first-time buyers.
23 Micrografx Windows Draw 6
Budget graphics package for SoHo users.
26 Tiger Electronics Game.com
Hand-held games console with PDA functions.
26 Creative Labs Video Blaster WebCam
Digital camera for videoconferencing applications.
29 Chase Advanced Technologies Sharedware
Package to let two people use the same computer.
31 Carrera Power Pro II-300
High-specification Pentium II-based PC.
32 Vivitar ViviCam 2500
Snapshot camera with 320x240 pixel resolution.
32 SyQuest SyJet
High-capacity removable hard disk.
33 Dragon Dictate NaturallySpeaking
Talk Qwerty to your PC.
34 Data Becker 3D Dream House Designer
Create rooms with a 3D view.
40 CyberMedia Guard Dog Deluxe
Security system for Web surfers.
44 Design Intelligence i publish 2.0
Budget Web and paper publisher.
46 CyberMedia First Aid 98
Fault analysis package.
50 Symantec WinFax Pro Version 8.0
Multifunction fax and communications software.
50 RedRock Technologies FaxNow Version 2.5
No-nonsense fax application.
54 Evolution Music Wizard
Low-cost MIDI composition package.
54 Presto OCR Pro 3.0
Easy-to-use optical character recognition software.
55 Gateway 2000 G5-166M bundle
PC, printer and software package for home buyers.

Essential advice and 
information for beginners, 
plus the most comprehensive
buyer’s tables on the market.
207 Buyer’s guide contents.
5&208 Getting Started: The beginner’s guide to
personal computing.

218 How to buy: Detailed advice for buyers, 
including a checklist to help you reach a decision.
220 Jargon buster: Glossary of PC terms. 
222 Faxline: Get What PC? articles by fax.
225 Buyer’s charter.
226 Tables: Make an informed choice from our
listings of the latest PCs, software & peripherals.

Buyer’s guide
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